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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T is not from natd on, but in compliance 
with the requeſt of the Minifters and others 
who heard this diſcourſe, that the author appears 
before the public. He can truly ſay, that he bas 
ſearched the Scriptures for himſelf, without re- 
gard to articles, creeds, or confeſſions; and he 
here preſents the reſult of his enquiries. He 
hopes that he has ſtated his ſentiments with be- 
coming candour; and he can with confidence 
aſſert, that his mind is open to conviction, and 
that he has no other object in view but the acqui- 
lition and diſplay of divine truth. Some may, 
perhaps, think him very much attached to a 
particular ſyſtem, but he can, from the bottom 
of his heart, declare, that he is ſenſible of no 
other attachment than that which is produced 
by a view of its excellence and a belief of its 
truth. 


At a time when the patrons of a different ſyſ- 
tem ſo liberally charge thoſe who maintaiu the 
A2 | ſcheme 
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ſcheme of doctrine eſpouſed in the following 
=Sexmen;” with ignorance, want of ſenſe, preju- 
dice, bigotry, and impiety; and endeavour to 
make this opinion paſs current among thoſe who 
take things on truſt, and are influenced by con- 
ident aſſertions: ſurely it will not appear, in the 
eyes of the candid and judicious, to be improper 
or preſumptuous for a perſon who thinks that the 
matter! is of infinite i importance to mankind, to 
bring the two, ſyſtems to the teſt, and to examine 
by the authority of the word of God, the only 
Judge of religious contuorentyy which 1s true, and 
which is falſe. 


The author cominits the diſcourſe to the di- 
vink blefling, which can render the meaneſt per- 
formances uſeful; and makes this requeſt of 
every impartial reader who is, with humiliiy of 
mind, and a ſerious diſpoſition, feeking after juſt 
views of what God has revcaled-in ſcripture: 


1 — — 5 quid nov 22 rectius iftisg 
Candids ner ; # non, his uicre mecum. Ro, 
Hos. | 
" Goſport, 


20th Aug. 1788, 


9 L 


W M o H Y, i. 13. . 


Hold f fa Fl the form of — 3 pho thou laſt 1 
f me, in faith and love, which 1. 2s an 2 Jeſus. 4 


T has been judged proper, by the Members of this 
| aſſociation, to have the ſermons of one part of the 
day on ſubjeas that ſhall compoſe a ſyſtem of divine 
truth. Two diſcourſes have already been delivered at 
former meetings on this plan. The fiſt was on the in- 
ſufficiency of reaſon, and the neceflity of a divine reve- 
lation. The ſecond had for its theme, the evidences, and 
exceſlency of the Chriſtian Religion. The ſubjett allotted 
to me is, the great Importance of haying right Senti- 
* timents'in Religion ;” or, in other words, to ſhe the 
unſpeakable conſequence of having juſt Views of Chriſa 
tianity, in oppoſition to Hereſy and Error. I need not 
mention to you, that perſons, profeſſing to be the difeiples 
of Teſus Chriſt, maintain very different opinions with 
regard to things that the Goſpel repreſents to be of the 
greatet moment. They have different views of God, of 
Chriſt, and of man: and ſome ſay, it is of no moment 
What a perſon's ſentiments are, if his life be good. 
The words of the text ſpeak a different language. 


The aſſociation conſiſis of moſt of the Diſſenting Miniſters in the 
ſouth part of Hampſhire, and of a few from the neighbouring counties 
to the weſt. They meet three or four times in a year. At every 
meeting they aſſemble twice for public worthip ; in the morning, and 
again in the evening. Each time, one of their'namber-pregebes a'fer- . 
mon, and three or four engage in prayer. | 

Hold 
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„Hold faſt,” ſays Paul to Timothy, the Form of 
* ſound Words,” i. e. the ſyſtem of divine truth. In 
diſcourſing from this paſſage, I hall endeavour, 

+ I. To point out the very great importance of having 
right ſentiments in religion, and of holding the nn as it 
bis lee. i r „ O e 1 x8 

II. Enquire what right ſentiments are; and by what 
marks we may be able to diſtinguiſh truth from error. And 


III. Des ou to the proper . of n 
abject. * 

M, God Kal ws by his Spirit into all truth ; and; 
enable us to ſpeak and to grate to our edification and, 


] comfort. "$4.4 aw, 44s 


oe 2 — point out the very great impor- 

tance of having right Sentiments in religion. 
. Here the following conſiderations are worthy of « our 

attention. | 

1. The Scripture ae points out the truth, a Af. | 
tinguiſhes it from error. It is the deſign of the Spirit of 
Cod, in the word, to ſet before us that ſyſtem of doc- 
trine, which, if believed and improved, will ſave our 
re That we may more eaſily diſcover and underſtand 
it, the ſame truths are repreſented in a variety of places, 
and in different points of view, and with different con- 
comitant-circumftances. To preclude, with ftill greater 
certainty, the danger of miſtaking, error is held out in 
oppoſuion to che truth, that, by beholding them both at 
one glance, the truth may appear more luminous by a 
contraſt; with what is falſe. - Thus, as artificial flowers 
betray; their origin more clearly when placed near to thoſe 
that grow; in the garden, which are coloured with the 
eee um; or, as counterteit money diſ- 
covers 


- « i 
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covers its baſeneſs when laid don by What is ſterkng: 
ſo the falſehood of error appears more ſtriking when it is 


diſplayed along with divine truth. edle 


2. The Scripture directs us to embrace this trach and 
to hold it faſt, We have an exhortation to this purpoſe 


in Prov. xxiii. 23. Buy the truth and ſell it not; alſo 


wiſdom, and inſtruction, and underſtanding.” To 


a can this be more properly applied than to the doc 


trines of divine revelation ? The expreſſion denotes a di- 
ligent ſearch after truth, a high eſteem and love of it, and 
a reſolution to be poſſeſſed of it whatever it may coſt. 
We are required to part with wealth in order to 
it; and, when we have obtained it, though all the gold of 
Ophir were held out to us as its price, we are to rejetthe 
offer with diſdain. The New Teſtament ſpeaks the ſame 
language. What was the preaching of Jeſus Chriſt but a 
clear and affecting diſplay of the truth? And are not the 
invitations of the Goſpel ſo many directions to receive 
the truth and to keep it? The words of the text preſent 
one out of many exhortations to this purpoſe in the vrĩt· 
ings of the apoſtles, © Hold faſt he Form of "ſound 
Words, &c.” The pure Chriſtian DoQri 
mothy had heard from the lips of Paul, he is e 00 


ſtedfaſtly to retain, and not to part with it on any conſi- 
deration. Is not the truth of as much value and impor- 


tance to us as it was to him? Surely then the command 
may juſtly be conſidered as equally given to us. 2 


3. The Scripture warns us againſt error. You know 


well how earneſtly God entreats his ancient people, 


the children of Iſrael, to guard againſt the falſe doctrine 


and erroneous worſhip of the nations round about them. 
Deut. xii. go, g1, 32. * Take heed to thyſeli, that thou 


P »»ůu—— —Auᷣꝛꝛ T 
bie einn T ſtroyed 
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*:Rroyed from before thee; and that thou enquire not 
after their gods, ſaying, how did theſe nations ſerve 
* their gods? Even ſo. will I do likewiſe. Thou ſhalt 
e not do ſo unto the Lord thy God; for, every abomina- 
* tion which he hateth have they done unto their gods; 
| * for, even their ſons and their daughters they have burnt 
*in the fire to their gods. What thing ſoever I com- 
* mand you, obſerve to do it; thou ſhalt not add there- 
warning again urror in Prov. xix. 27. Ceaſe, my ſon, 
to bear the inſtruſtion that cauſeth to err from the words 
Mol knowledge“. When Chriſtianity appeared in the 
world; a multitude of errors, that had been fown by the 
Freat adverſary, were growing every where ; he continued 
go ſou more; within the pale of the. church, and they 
| Iprang up along with the truth. Had our Lord and his 
apoſtles conſidered theſe as harmleſs miſtakes, they would 
dave paſſed them by without notice; but, inſtead of 
lende on the ſubjett, we ſind the loudeſt warnings given 
0 the diſciples of Jeſus to guard againſt error. Hear 
ſhow! Chriſt the maſter ſpeaks on this head, Matt. vii. 15. 
„Beware of falſe prophets.” Again in Matt. xvi. 6. 
Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Phariſees 
and of the Sadducees: and at the-18th verſe he plainly 
tells them, it was of the falſe doctrine of the-Phariſees 
und Sadducees chat he deſired them to take heed. At 
the concluſion of his miniſtry, foreſeeing the evils that 
would ariſe from erroneous opinions, he ſays, Mark xiii, 
2, 2 .. For, falſe Chriſts and falſe prophets ſhall ariſe, 
% and Rall ſhew ſigns and wonders, to ſeduce, if it were 
* poſſible, the very elett; but take ye heed, behold -I 
* have foretold you all things.“ The apoſtles ſpeak in the 
ame ſtrain: Beware (ſays Paul, Phil. iii. 2.) of dogs, 
»* beware of evil workers, beware of the conciſion.“ And 
a8 
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as Chriſtians are warned. againſt Jewiſh errors, ſoylke-. 
wiſe againſt falſe doctrines from the Gentiles, Col. ii. 8. 
* Beware/leſt any man ſpoil you., through Þhiloſophy and; 
% yain deceit, after. the tradition of men, after. the; rudi- 

„ ments uf the world, and not after Chriſt, The fame 
apoſtle, when writing to Timothy, 2 Epic. g, 4, de- 
icribes and. bewtails it as a Nad time indeed, when they 

* will not endure ſound doctrine, but after their own luſts 
© ſhall heap to themſelves teachers, having itching ears; 
« when they ſhall turn away their tars from the truth, and 


„ ſhall be turned unto fables. Theſe are a few ſelected 
from among many paſlages, that might be preſented. to 


illuſtrate and confirm this poſition. Now, if divine truth 
had not been of unſpeakable. importance, would the 
writers of the Old and of the New Teſtament have thus 
joined in the moſt earneſt and. forcible, manner to warn 
men againſt error. 


4. The Scripture ſets before us the Bent of em- 


bracing error, and points out its pernicious effects. So far 


are the ſacred writers from repreſenting error as a harmleſs 
thing, that they always ſpeak of it as exceeding injurious. 
Liſten to the words of the apoſtle Paul, in Gal. i. G10. 
+I marvel that ye are ſo ſoon removed from him that called 
" 2 into the grace of Chriſt, unto another goſpel, which 
is not another; but there are ſome that trouble yon, and 

85 ** would pervert the goſpel of Chriſt ; but though we. or 
an angel from Heaven, preach any other goſpel unto 
you than that which we have preached unto you, Jet 
* him be accurſed. As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I nowagain, 
*1t any man preach any other goſpel unto yolsthamthitt 
* ye have received, let him be accurſed.”” »Aftetrhtarint 
theſe words, who can imagine that Paul looked upon it as 
a matter of indifference, what ſentiments in religion the 
proſeſſors of Cariſtianity do hold. Does it not appear 
B clear 
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clear as the noon day, that he conſidered error as a dange- 
rous thing? Why elſe does he pronounce the preacher ot 
it accurſed? And remember, tl & is not the flame of un- 
hallowed paſſion, burſting forth from a malicious heart, 
but the ſacred fire of divine truth kindled by the Holy 
Ghoſt, in a ſoul that is burning with pure-and fervent 
love to God and man. It is the deciſion of Jehovah 
himſelf. Do not think that this is the only paſſage in the 
word of God, where the dangerous conſequences of error 
are held up to view. In ſeveral other parts of this epiſtle, 
he charges the Galatian converts to be on their guard 
againſt the inſinuations of thoſe teachers, who mingled 
the Jewiſh rites with Chriſtianity ; and plainly tells them, 
that if they received their falſe doctrines. the Goſpel! 
would do them no good, ch. iv. 11. I am afraid of 
you, leaſt I have beſtowed upon you labour in vain.” 
And, ch. v. 2, 4. Behold, I Paul fay unto you, that, 
if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. 
4 Chriſt is become of no effet unto you, whoſoever of 
* you are juſtified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” 
The apoſtle ſpeaks in the ſame awful language to the be- 
lievers at Colofle, who were in danger from perſons that 
blended the Gentile philoſophy with the truth; ch. ii. 18. 
Let no man beguile you of your reward, in a voluntary 
6 hupulity, and worſhipping of angels, intruding into 
e thoſe things which he hath not ſeen, vainly puffed up 
* by his fleſhly mind.” There is a paſſage in the Second 
Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, that expreſſes the importance 
of right ſentiments in religion, and the danger of error 
with ſtill greater force, ch. ii. 10, 11, 12. Becauſe 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might 
he ſaved; God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſion that they 
* ſhonld believe a lie: that they all might be damned, 
Leak 8 not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighte- 
i a: _ * guſnels.” 
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oulneſs.“ Conſider theſe paſſages as a ſpecimen of the 
manner in which the ſacred writers ſpeak in regard to 


truth and error in matters of religion. What inſtruction 


do they convey to the attentive and teachable mind? That 
it is a matter of indifference what mens opinions are ? 
Nay rather, is not this impreſſion forcibly made upon the 
heart; that, in the ſight and judgment of God, it is of 
unſpeakable importance to have right ſentiments in reli- 
gion, and that error is a very dangerous thing? 

5. The importance of having right views of religion 
appears from the very nature of the thing. All goodneſs 
of diſpoſition, all excellence of temper and conduct, ariſes 
from the influence of truth upon the ſoul. We ſee, in 
the vegetable world, that every ſeed produces a plant or 
tree of the ſame kind with itſelf, whether it he wholeſome 


or poiſonous. It is fo in the moral world too; every 


doctrine, whether it be good or bad, has a tendency to 
produce its reſemblance in the foul. Or, we may com- 
pare the influence of religious maxims to the impreſſion 
of the ſeal upon the wax: whatever the form of the ſeal 
is, it makes a correſpondent impreſſion. So a truth of 
God's word produces in the ſoul a divine impreſſion that 
renders it wiſe and good; whereas error produces an im- 


preſſion like itſelf, falſe and bad, and injures the ſoul by 


creating an improper diſpoſition and temper. This, I 


hope, appears plain, and it 1 that error is 


by no means a harmleſs thing. We judge ſo in other 
matters, where there is an obvious reſemblance. Whole- 
ſome food nouriſhes and ſtrengthens the body; but, who 
can ſay, that poiſon is equally uſeful, or even that it is 


harmleſs? 1t deſtroys the mortal frame. Truth i is the 


food of the ſoul, that nouriſhes and improves it: this is a 
figure often uſed i in holy writ. Error, on the contrary, 
operates as poiſon on the ſoul. Truth reſembles the tree 

B 2 | of 
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of life, of which whoſoever eateth ſhall live for ever. 

Error is hike the tree of knowledge, the fruit of which 
produces death. To illuſtrate the matter by a different 
compariſon. If you are going on a journey from the 
capital of the kingdom, to a place that lies to the ſouth, 
you do not imagine, that the roads that lead to the eaſt, 
and north, and weſt, will conduct you to it: there is one 
way that will bring you to the place of your deſtination; 
every ſtep you take in the other roads will carry you to 
a greater diſtance from the right path. Truth is the way 
to heaven: divine truth guides the ſoul to the poſſeſſion 
of endleſs joys. Error is a road that leads the traveller in 
a different direction; as it is not a guide ſent from God, 
it will not conduct the ſoul to God. Truth is given as a 
lamp to our feet, that we may not ſtray from the right 
path. Error is the wild fire of the night, that deludes 
the traveller from. the road into moraſſes and pits of de- 
ſtruction. Truth is from above, error is from beneath. 
The one will make us like God, the other will ſtamp a 
very different reſemblance; each conducts the perſons 
who liſten to it, to the place whence it comes. 

Theſe brief hints are, I hope, ſufficient to convince you 
of the great importance of holding the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, and of the danger of thoſe who are led/away by 
the error of the wicked. You are now diſpoled to en- 
quire with concern of mind; and with a better diſpoſition 
than he had from whom we borrow the words, What 
sis truth?” I will endeavour to give you an anſwer un- 
der the | 


II. Head of diſcourſe, to which I now proceed, name- 
ly. what right ſentiments are, and by what marks we 
may be able to diſtinguiſh truth from error. 


- In illuſtrating this head of diſcourſe, I ſhall firſt ſet 
before you ſome marks or characters 0 which right _ 
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Auen, may be known; and then, ſecondly, examine, 
by means of theſe marks, what right ſentiments are. 

Firſt, I beg your attention to ſome marks, or charac- 
ters, by which right ſentiments niay be known. They 
are drawn from the word of God, which 1s the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and conduct; and I may confidently 
affirm they are not extracted from a ſingle paſſage by tor- 
turing it to make it favour a particular ſcheme, but flow 
naturally from the general ſtrain and ſpirit of the ſacred 
oracles. 


1. Right ſentiments a God as clothed. with 
every perfection, and as doing every thing 1 in an entire. 
conſiſtency therewith. His word deſcribes him to us as. 
infinitely powerful, wiſe, holy, juſt, and good. Theſe 
are eſſential qualities of his nature; and in his diſpenſa- 
tions nothing will be found that contradicts either his 
holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, or truth. Mercy will not 
perform an action that tramples juſtice beneath her feet. 
Compaſſion will nat bring any thing to paſs that makes 
rational and humble creatures juſtly cry out, What is 
ky become of the divine holineſs? God diſcovers no hatred 

* of iniquity!” Nor will Almighty power do aught that 
Inſults or contradits his eſſential goodneſs, 

2, Right ſentiments repreſent human nature, in its 
fallen ſtate, to be in a very deplorable condition. This 
5 repreſentation runs through the ſacred writings. It is 
aſſerted in the doctrinal parts, it is luminouſly diſplayed 
in the hiſtories and facts. Chriſt has plainly taught it to 
us in his converſation with Nicodemus, John iii. 3, 6. 
That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh; and, except a 
man [not one but every man] be born again, he 
cannot ſee the kingdom of God.” His apoſtles deliver 


che ſame doctrine, Eph, ii. g. We are by nature 
| * children 
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* children of wrath: and the whole world is guilty before 
4 God.“ This truth is as clearly taught by hiſtorical 
facts. Search the Scriptures, and you there will find the firſt 
man that was born into the world imbruing his hands in 
his brother's blood. Soon afterwards you read that all 
fleſh, except one family, had corrupted their way, and 
that the earth was filled with violence. Before thoſe were 
dead who had been ſaved from the flood, you obſerve 
idolatry extenſively prevail, The hiſtory of the Jewiſh 
nation ſhews you a perverſe and diſobedient people, al- 
moſt continually rebelling againſt God. At the time of 
the preaching of the Goſpel by the apoſtles, if we except 
the Jews, and thoſe that were taught by their means, we 
do not find, notwithſtanding all the influence of learning 
and philoſophy, one kingdom, one city, one village, or 
one ſociety, or one individual, that was not ſunk into the 
tmpurities of Pagan idolatry. If theſe facts furniſh not 
an inconteſtable proof of the depravity, guilt, and wretch- 
edneſs of the human race, no proof can poſſibly be 
brought ; for it is here written as with a ſun- beam. 


3. Right ſentiments fill the mind with the higheſt ideas 
of the dignity, power and love of Jeſus Chriſt. It is 
impoſlible to ſelef, from the whole compaſs of language, 
words that could give us more exalted thoughts ot the ori- 
ginal glory of our Redeemer, than thoſe that are uſed by 
the ſacred writers. He is ſaid to be God — God over 
all, bleſſed for ever; God who made the world, who was 
in the form of: God, and who thought it not robbery to 
* be equal with God: God manifeſt in the fleſh, in 
© whom dwelt all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. 
The perfections peculiar to Deity are aſcribed to him. 
His humiliation is repreſented as the moſt wonderful 
event that ever did or ever will take place. We are 


vp eros to honour the Son 'even. as we honour the 
Fa- 


( i ) 


Father. In baptiſm we are devoted to the Son equally | i | 


with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt; and the Lord's 


ſupper is a religious ordinance inſtituted peculiarly to his 


honour, that there his diſciples may worſhip and adore 
him. Attend to theſe and to the whole ſtrain of the 


New Teſtament, and (when it does not ſpeak of him as 


Mediator, or merely in his human nature, which is ſome- 
times the caſe) you will find the inſpired writers uſe ſuch 
modes of expreſſion, as would lead us to judge that we 

are in no danger of extra nn 
| of Jeſus Chriſt.“ 


4. Right ſentiments aſcribe our 8 to the 5 
vine favour, entirely to the grace of God, to the death 
of Chriſt, and to the power of the Holy Ghoſt. This 1s 
agrecable to the whole tenor of the New Teſtament, If 
particular paſſages be judged neceſſary to confirm the 
doctrine, read the following: John iii. 1-18. Ephel. ii. 
110. Tit. iii. g-7. 1 Pet. ii. 24.—iii. 18. Rev. v. 9. 


Let a perſon peruſe theſe parts of God's word with an 
unprejudiced mind, and with a meek and humble heart; 1 | 


let him take the words in their natural and obvious mean- 
ing, as certainly ſhould be done in a Book that was in- 
tended for the huſbandman and the mechanic as well as 
for the learned and the noble; let him view the paſſages 
in their true connection, and let him follow the ſame 
rules of interpretation that he would in explaining the 
ſenſe of the Greek and Roman claſſical writers, and he 
will ſoon and amn find the truths that I have juſt 
mentioned, 

5. Right ſentiments when they are received into he 
heart and begin to produce their effect, create very great 
anxiety and concern about the ſalvation of the ſoul. The 


* See this ſubje& admirably en by £3 Sherlock in his Dis 


courſes on Phil, ii. 5-114. Vol. iv. 
: | per- 
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5 
perſon feels great uneaſineſs, great grief, and frequently 


of Peter's hearers, Adds ii, 37; in the converſion of. St. 
of the word in the days of che Goſpel, expreſs juſt ſuch 


with the affettions of ſoul that they excite, eſtabliſhes the 
juſtneſs of this mark. 


6. When right ſentiments are abies and received 
with a lively faith, they fill the heart with peace and hope. 
An attentive reader. of the word of God will obſerve this 
both in the dottrines and tempers of the inſpired writers, 
and in the diſpoſitions of the primitive Chriſtians. Peace 
and hope naturally flow from the reception of the Goſ- 
pel, and are deſcribed as its genuine effects in John xvi. 


ye might have peace: and, Rom. v. 1. Therefore 
« being juſtified by faith we have peace with God, through 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” See, too, 1 Pet. i. 8. 

7. Right ſentiments produce an habitual dependence 
on God tor his grace and aſſiſtance at all times. 'This 1s 
a peculiar trait of the Chriltian religion. One of the 
' Heathen philoſophers in an addreſs to the gods ſpeaks to 
this purpoſe: © Give me health and the enjoyments of 
life: I will procure virtue for myſelf,” Widely diffe- 
rent is the language of the New Teſtament, and it entirely 
excludes boaſting. John xv. 35. Without me ye can do 
nothing.“ An apoſtle who remembered. this ſaying of 
Chriſt, in the hour of temptation, . prayed to him thrice 
for help, and received from his Lord the following an- 
ſwer; 2 Cor. xii. 9. My grace is ſufficient for thee; for, 
66 my 


great terror and diſtreſs of conſcience. See this exempli-. 
fied in the parable: of the prodigal ſon ; in the behaviour: 


Paul, and in the conduct of the jailor of Philippi. The 
promiſes of the Old Teſtament that deſcribe the reception 


effects as I have mentioned: Ezek.. xxxvi. g1. Zechar.. 
X11. 10. And the very nature of faith and repentance; 


33. © Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, that in me 


FF 


16 


& my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs.” Having 
experienced the efficacy of this grace, he ſays, © I can do 


all things through Chriſt, who ſtrengtheneth me; and, 
« the life, that I live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the 
Son of God.” Such is the temper of every A of 
Jun Chriſt. 


8. Right ſentiments produce a condutt that is far 695. 
rior to heathen morality in its extent, its principle, and 
its ends. There is a difference between theſe two. 


Chriſtian obedience has all that is good in Pagan morality, 


but it includes unſpeakably more: it has a regard to God, 
to Chriſt, to the Holy Spirit; it flows from a heart ſanc- 
tified by divine grace; it reſpects mens ſouls as well as 
their bodies, and extends to the thoughts, affettions, and 
deſires, as well as to the words and actions. a 


9. Right ſentiments produce a high degree of pleaſure 
in the exerciſes of religion. A ſpirit of unfeigned devo- 
tion takes unſpeakable delight in converſing with God. 
Hence the ſoul embraces frequent opportunities for 
prayer, for reading the ſcripture; for meditation, and for 
pious diſcourſe; and rejoices to engage in the public 
worſhip of God. We learn from the Acts and the 
Epiſtles, that this was the temper and practice of the pri- 
mitive believers, and it is frequently inculcated in the ſa- 
cred writings. 


10. Righi ſentiments inſpire the heart with hog and 


peace, and joy, at the hour of death. See this exempliſied 


in the caſe of Stephen, who was ſupported in his laſt mo- 


ments by a view of Jeſus ſtanding at the right hand of 


God ready to receive him, and who with a lively faith 


committed his departing ſoul into his Redeemer's hands,” 
laying: © Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit.” Obſerve like-" 
_ wiſe the influence of juſt views of religion in the apoſtle 
** when looking forward to the ſealon of his departure: 
2 . 2 Tim. 


(8) 


2 Tun. iv. 6, 7, 8. For, I am now ready to be offered, 
4 nd the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 

a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
6 faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
$ righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Fudge, 
„ ſhall give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto 
all them alſo that love his appearing.” St. John, the 
divine, furniſhes us with a third example. At the con- 
cluſion of the Scripture, the bleſſed Saviour gives his ſer- 
vant this important information : Rev. xxii. 20. © Surely 
A come quickly.” The good man looks forward to the 
reſt that remains beyond the grave, and replies in the af. 
fecting language of hope and defice: © Even ſo, come, 
* Lord Jeſus.” Indeed the Chriſtian Doctrine, from its 
very nature, is calculated to produce n effects in all 
true believers. 

11. Right ſentiments ane | in the breaſt a baron zeal 
and a deep concern for the ſalvation of the ſouls of others. 


Tais is their genuine effect. The man who has felt the 


power of true religion, ſees the miſery of ſinners to be ſo 
great, and the happineſs offered in the Goſpel to be ſo 
. exalted, that he anxiouſly deſires they may be tranſlated 
from the power of darkneſs into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son, and may receive the forgiveneſs of their ſins, 
and an inheritance among them that are ſanctiſied through 
faith in Chriſt. And theſe deſires lead him to the moſt 
aftive and unwearied endeavours in order to accompliſh 
ſo valuable an end. Once more: ä 
14.48 Bo Right ſentiments have always enemies who n 
and reſiſt them, and may be known by this mark. They 
will be ever oppoſed by the ſelf-righteous and the worldly- 
wile, It was thus in the days of Chriſt's abode upon 
earth. The Phariſees and the Sadducees ſet themſelves 
TO eee Were e the guns tho 


tree- 
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Tree-thinkers of that day: they thought themſelves"too 
good, and too wile, to liſten to Jeſus Curiſt. The lame 
ſcene is preſented again in the age ot the apoſtles, Ihe 
doctrine of the croſs © was to the Jews a ſtumbling- block, 
and, to the. Greeks, fooliſhneſs.” The philoſophers 
among the Gentiles deſpiſed Chriſtianity ſo much as to 
account it fooliſhneſs itſelf. In the very ſame light will 
it appear to perſons of a ſimilar diſpoſition in every age. 

Theſe are ſo many marks of right ſentiments by which 
the truth may be W n error. I wow : 
proceed, 

Secondly, under this head, to apply theſe marks to re- 
ceived doctrines and ſyſtems, and thus to examine in 
which right ſentiments are to be found. That very diffe. 
rent opinions are entertained with regard to religion, ts 

known to all. Without deſcending to every diſtinti claſs, 
we may conſider them as divided into two. The one is 
the Evangelical ſyſtem : the patrons of the other have 
aſſumed to themſelves the name of Rational Chriſtians. 
Which of the two have the beſt and ſtrongeit foundatio 
for their ſentiments in the word of God, which is the ſu- 
preme Reaſon, I ſhall now enquire. 


Thoſe of evangelical ſentiments ſay, that God, SEE 5 
infinitely wiſe, holy, juſt, and good, cannot and will nat 
act contrary to any one of theſe perfections; and that 
under his righteous adminiſtration, fin will meet with de- 
ferved puniſhment, and mercy will never be diſplayed 4 
without a due regard to the injured rights of juſtice and 
ſanctity. Accordingly, they maintain, that, agreeably to 
their ſyſtem, in the great work of redemption. while 
- mercy conveys invaluable bleſſings to the hum an race, 

the rights of juſtice are fully vindicated, and Res 
| ſhines _ with pure and awtul beams. 1 
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Compare, with this, the ſentiments of thoſe who call 
themſelves Rational Believers, and try if they agree with 
the mark. According to them, God is infinitely merci- 
ful: but we do not, at the fame time, diſcover in his 
Character the venerable luſtre of infinite ſanctity, which 
looks upon every fin with a pertett abhorrence. Juſtice 
too that will by no means clear the guilty, but inſiſts on 
the puniſhment of diſobedience, though ſought for, is not 
to be found. ls it nut ſtrange that this quality, which is 
Jo eliential to every ſubordinate good governor, ſhould be 
denied to the Supreme? But how can it be denied? does 
not the Scripture, in a tho uſand places, ailert the juſlice 
of the Moſt Higa? It does. In ſuch caſes the conimon 
refuge is in various readings. new tranſlations, and inter- 
polations. Theſe form the ſanctuary of Rational Believers 
when the ſacred Scripture, which we think the beſt and 
higheſt Realon, ſpeaks fully and plainly againſt their ſyſ- 
tem. A new piliar has lately been erected, the better to 
ſupport this ſanctuary. Evangelical Chriitians look at it 
with horror. It is compoled of the miſtakes of the in- 
ſpired writers, who, they ſay, relate facts improperly, and 
often argue weakly, and in an inconcluſive manner. But, 
though no pallage of Scripture directly aſſerted God's 
Juſtice, there is ſtill ſufficient evidence of it roman g 
from hiſtorical facts. 

If you ſaw a ſovereign ſit as judge on the tribunal, and 
bring to a trial twenty perſons who had been guilty of 
robbery and murder, and condemn them to ſuffer death, 
and put, the ſentence in immediate execution, could you 
entertain a doubt of his juſtice? Would you give ciedit 
to one who ſhould aſſert, That monarch is all mercy 
and goodneſs ; his heart does not fee! the influence of 
« ſtern juſtice that puniſhes crimes.” Now, if I benold 
the great Sovereign of the 9 in the courſe of = 
mo 


1 


moral government, put to death millions of ranſerelſord 
by the deluge; rain down fire and brimſtone on Sedom 


and Gomorrah ; cut off the nations of Canaan by the 
ſword of Ifrael ; and afterwards, on account of the crimes 
of Iſrael, deſtroy millions of them by the arms of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and millions more by the vittorious legions It! 
of Rome; is it poſſible for me to doubt that God is juſt? 
However loudly and confidently I might aſſert that Gd 
is all mercy and goodnels, I could not expett to be be- 
| lieved; for I am contradicted by the clear evidence of 
facts, which proclaim that God is juſt and puniſhes ini. 
quity. Here then is a fundamental error in this ſyſtem : |} 
here is a manifeſt defect in their character of God. It 
agrees not with the repreſentation given of him in Scrip- | 
ture, and with the mark that is drawn from it; and we 


need not wonder if this miſtake in a firſt principle lead to 
numerous errors in the ſyſtem of theology. 


| Again, according to evangelical ſentiments, human na- [ 


ture is at preſent in a ſtate of apoitacy and guilt. Depra- 


vity pervades every power of our ſouls ; and guilt ſtains: 8) | | 
every deſcendant of Adam. All have ſinned and come 
© ſhort of the glory of God.” For this guilt man is un- 

able to make atonement by his own merit, or by any | 
thing that he can do or ſuffer. And his depravity is ſo | 
great, that he is wholly incapable, by the utmoit exertions W! | 
of his unaſſiſted powers, to renew and chauge his own | | 


heart, and to live in the love of God. 


The other ſcheme preſents a very different view of WW | 6 
things. Human nature, they fay, has received little if 
any injury from the fall. Man's diſpoſitions are naturally 
good if not corrupted by bad advice or exam»le : and by j 
a proper exertion of his faculties and powers he can re. 
commend himſelf to the favour of God, and make his pb | 
heart and life what they ought to be. But does this de- 
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feription agree with the ſecond mark ? does it agree with 
the account that the Scripture gives us of the helpleſs and 
miſerable condition of human nature without a Saviour ? 
does it accord with the whole ſtrain of the New Teſta- 
ment, which admires and adores the infinite love of God 
in ſending his Son to ſave ſinners, who muſt have been 
undone for ever without his 20 and grace — 
Examine and judge. 

Thoſe of evangelical "OO aſſert that Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Saviour of ſinners, 1 is God and man in one perſon, or 
God manifeſt in the fleſh. He poſſeſſes the divine per- 
ſections of wiſdom, power, and goodneſs; and, with re- 
Tpett to theſe, he thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: but, in infinite condeſcenſion, he took the human 
nature into union with the divine, that he might be qua- 
tified to be the Redeemer of guilty men. They acknow- 
ledge that they cannot comprehend this myſtery ; but, as 
they read in the Scnpture, a Book written to guard us 
againſt idolatry, that the Saviour is the mighty God, they 
are led to judge that there are certain diſtinftions in the 
divine nature conſiſtent with the moſt perfect unity; and, 
as the divine mind is infinitely above ours, and is imper- 
fealy known by us both from our finite capacity and 
from the limited degree of Revelation, they do not pre- 
tend to explain it, but firmly believe its truth, becauſe 
God has revealed i it; and ſubmiſſion to his teſtimony is 
judged by them the moſt perfect exerciſe of reaſon. | 
+ While the evangelical doctrine humbles the ſinner and 
exalts the Saviour, by the other ſcheme the ſinner is ex- 
alted and the Saviour is abaſed. The Arian degrades 
Chriſt from his deity to a creature: the Socinian reduces 
him to the condition of a mere man, and makes his life 
a pattern of obedience only, and his death nothing more 
W of en and a confirmation of his 
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doctrine. Into theſe, according to their doctrine, abs 
exalted expreſſions of Scripture concerning the divinity 
incarnation, righteouſneſs, and atonement of Chriſt, do 


dwindle. With what juſtice let an impartial reader of 


the word of God confider and determine. On their 
ſcheme of interpretation, I am ſure more inaccurate, ob- 
ſcure, and blundering writers, and more liable to deceive; 
than the diſciples of Jeſus of Nazareth, were never n 


ſince the beginning of time. — | 


| 


I proceed to examine doctrines by the fourth mark; 
and beg your attention to the evangelical ſyſtem, which 
| ſpeaks thus. The ſalvation of man takes its riſe from 


the grace of God as the only moving cauſe. No good- |! 
1 neſs of ours influenced him to this diſplay of his love. | 
The righteouſneſs flowing from the obedience and death ||: 


of Chriſt is the only meritorious cauſe of our acceptance 
% with God; and we are pardoned andjuſtified not for our 
„ own ſake, but for Chriſt's alone. Our ſanctiſication 


proceeds from the efficacious influences of the Holy | 
* Ghoſt; and it is his office, in the economy of redemp-- 
© tion, to enlighten the underſtanding and to renew the 


It is our duty to uſe the various means of God? 


« ſoul. 


appointment in order to obtain this invaluable bleſſing ;- | | 
but, at the ſame time, our dependence mult be placed 


e in the power of the ſacred Spirit, who alone can fanc- | 


« tify us wholly, in ſpirit, and ſoul, and body.“ This 
doctrine is agreeable to the mark: I think it beben 


agreeable to the word of God. 
Compare with this, the other ſcheme which, I 4 


335 = 
4 
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errs widely from the truth in regard to the method of our | | | | 
ſalvation. Who is there, that, in reading the writings and 


hearing the diſcourſes of its ſupporters, finds free grace 4} | 
 extolled and magnified from the conſideration of the ig- un 
9 guilt, and miſery of man !- But is not this a com- i Þ 


i ( 24 ) 
mon and favourite topic with the ſacred writers? The 
merits and atonement of Chriſt, as the procuring cauſe 
of our pardon and juſtification, are by the Socinian utterly 
rejected; and he will not allow the life and death of 
Chriſt, with-regard to merit, to have any more influence 
on our pardon and acceptance than the life and death of 
Moſes or of Paul. Whether this is at all according to 
the general tenor of Scripture judge ye. Our ſanctifica- 
tion, ſuch as they repreſent it, is produced, they ſay, by 
the exertion and energy of the powers of the ſoul, and by 
the force of good reſolutions. The influences of the 
Spirit ſome of them will not allow: they ridicule the 
idea. Others retain the word, but they deny the thing; 
and mean nothing more by divine grace than the effect of 
moral ſwaſion upon the heart. Permit me to aſk, whether 
ſuch opinions as theſe be ſupported by the natural mean- 
ing of the words which the ſacred writers make uſe of, 
not once or twice, but whenever they diſcourſe on theſe 
ſubjects, A greater perverſion of language can ſcarcely 
be conceived... Surely, if their ſcheme be juſt, the moſt 
rude and illiterate peaſant that ever tilled the earth, if left 
entirely to himſelt, would expreſs his ideas with infinitely. 
greater clearneſs and preciſion than the apoſtles of Chriſt 
have done, though guided by the inſpiration — the holy 
Spirit of God. a 


If we chiffder right ſentiments with regard to the in- 
fluence that they have, when they are received. into the 
heart, the evangelical doctrine may be repreſented in the. 
following manner.. As ſoon as the principles of religion 
enter the mind, the perſon becomes concerned about his 
everlaſting ſalvation. He looks backs upon his paſt life 
with grief, horror, and dread. He feels himſelf to be 
loſt and periſhing. He is afraid f the divine diſpleaſure, 
and ſenſible that he ca: neither atone for his own guilt, 


nor 
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nor lanftify his.own nature, and that it would be righte, 
ous in God to leave him to periſh, he cries out, in the 
language of the publican, God, be merciful to mez'2 
* ſinner,” Whilſt he is in this diſtreſs of mind, the Scrip- 
ture direQs him to the infinite mercy of God as a moſt 
powerful encouragement for hope, to the death of Chriſt 


as a full atonement for his guilt, and to the grace of the 
Spirit for obtaining holineſs of heart and life. Encou- 


raged by the invitations of the Goſpel; and influenced by 
divine grace, he believes the record that God has given, 
* That eternal liſe is in his Son.“ He truſts in the atone- 


ment of Chriſt for the forgiveneſs of his fins, and in the 


merit of his obedience for his juſtification with God; and 


he depends on the grace of the Spirit of Chriſt for the re- 
novation of his ſoul. In conſequence of this, hope ſprings 
up within his breaſt. He finds peace in believing; the 
dominion of ſinful diſpoſitions is deſtroyed, and grace 


reigns in him through righteouſneſs unto eternal lile.— 
Thus it was with the primitive believers, thus it was with 
Paul, with Peter's converts on the day of Pentecoſt, and 
with the jailor ; and thus is the reception of the truth i into 
the heart with its effects deſcribed in holy writ. Nay, I 
humbly hope, my dear hearers, we can ſay that we have 
felt ſuch effe&s'from the principles of the Goſpel on our 
own minds: and thoſe of us, who preach the word, can 


bear teſtimony that we have ſeen very many examples of 
a ſimilar influence of the truth upon the ſouls of others. | 


Perſons deeply convinced of ſin, have applied to us in the 


bitterneſs of their ſoul with this queſtion: * Sirs, what 


muſt I do to be ſaved?” Our reply was the fame with 
the Apoſtle Paul's: Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
© and ye ſhall be ſaved.” They obtained peace of con- 
ſcience through faith in his blood: at the ſame time ini- 
wa became hate ful to them, and it was ever afterwards 
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the buſineſs of their Tife to guard againſt every thing that 
is evil, and to adorn the doctrine of God, their Saviour; 
by a life and converſation becoming the Goſpel. It ap- 
pears then, that evangelical dottrine produces the very 
ſame effects now, that the preaching of the apoſtles did. 
It convinces men of fin, and it produces peace, holineſs, 
and joy." © 
But do we find the dofrine of thoſe, who call thn. | 
ſelves Rational Chriſtians, attended with theſe effeRs ? 
Are men by their preaching and their writings convinced 
of fin, and in deep diſtreſs of conſcience, becauſe of the 
divine Kfpleafure which they have incurred ? Can they 
ſay, that they are often applied to by mourning tranſgreſ- 
ſors bewailing their ſins, and aſking what they ſhall do to 
inherit eternal life? If not, have they not reaſon to ſuſpeR, 
that there is ſomething amiſs, and ſomething defective in 
their ſentiments, as the effects that naturally flow from the 
trath'are not produced ? Pray, examine the matter with 
attentioh. Perhaps I may be told, that theſe uneaſy feel- 
ings ate mere enthuſiaſm. But if you will allow, that it 
1s reaſonable for a dutiful ſon to be deeply grieved when 
he is deprived of a valuable and affeRtionate father; for a 
man to be in great diſtreſs when he loſes all his eſtate and 
is reduced to beggary; and for a criminal to feels anguiſh 
of foul when he is under a ſentence of death; Iwill en- 
gage to prove with equal, nay with ſuperior evidence, 
that it is more rational for him to feel deep diſtreſs, who 
by Kis'fins his loſt the favour of God, has forfeited eter- 
nal bleſſedneſs, and is condemned by the righteous judg- 
ment of God to never-ending, miſery,—Or, do we find 
converts among them filled with joy and peace in believ- 
ing, and happy in the proviſion that the Goſpel has made 
for their relief. Some may be much delighted, that they 
are not fo great rer as others are, and may take 
% G f con- 
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confidence from viewing their iniquities, which according 
to their own judgment are few and ſmall; But, ſhall, we 
find a perſon conſcious of his many and heinous fins, ſen-. 
ſible of all their aggravations, and yet rejoicing in Chriſt 


Jeſus, and enjoying peace in him? We are not to wons- - 


der, if this be not the caſe; becauſe ſinners are not di. 
rected to Chriſt and his grace for pardon and peace, but 
only to amendment of life. Now, if primitive Chriſtia- 
nity produced the diſtreſs and the joy that I, have men- 
tioned; if evangelical ſentiments produce the very ame 
effects in every reſpett; ; and, if the other ſyſtem does 
not produce them, is there not reaſon to conclude, that. 
there is ſomething. wrong in it, and that it is not the ſame . 
ſyſtem that, was preached by Chriſt and his apoſtles 7 
Farther, I obſerved, that right ſentiments 14 La in 
che mind an nabitual dependence on God for his aſſiſtance 
at all times. This is the temper moſt ſtrongly recommended 
and moſt, clearly exemplified in Scripture, as the temper 
of the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. | Evangelical principles 
produce the ſame diſpoſition. in every reſpect; and he 
who lives under their influence, conſtantly depends on 
God tor a ſupply of the ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt, to convey. 
to him wiſdom, direction, ſtrength, and comfort. He 
feels his own. inſufficiency, and this leads him to a reli- 
ance on ſuperior aid: he experiences the benefit of help 
from on high, and is thereby influenced to apply for it. 
on every occaſion. . Here, then, i is a manifeſt agreement 
between the doctrine of nge and the evangelical 


doctrine on this point. 5 
Is the ſame temper :nculcatel in the other ſyſtem? 1 


think it will be found greatly defective. Some of its vo- 

taries ſpeak of divine aſſiſtance, but mean by i it nothing 

more than what, 1 in the common courſe of providence, 

men receive in the management x thoſe temporal 1 4 
D 2 
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that are crowned with ſucceſs. Others in theie writings 
and' diſcourſes go upon this principle, that divine aid is 
unneceffary, that man can do every thing that is required 
of him, and that, with the heathen philoſopher of old, 

they can procure virtue for themſelves. Others go "wh 
ther, and deride the idea of ſuperior aid, and brand the 
_ affertors'of it with enthuſiaſm and ſloth. But let an im- 
partial reader of the word of God compare this temper 
with the example and doctrine of the inſpired writers, and 
a manifeſt diſagreement will evidently appear. 

It may be more difficult to draw a compariſon between 
theſe ſyſtems as to Chriſtian. obedience and a holy life. 
The holineſs of the, Goſpel i is far fl uperior to Pagan mora- 
lity in its principles, motives, and extent, It has a form 
peculiar to itfelf,*which' is given it by the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity.” "Thoſe who maintain the ſentiments, that 
are called evangelical, give us a juſt repreſentation of it 
ſo far as they act according to their principles. Depend- 
ing on God for help, they endeavour to perform every 
duty they 'owe to God; not only as their Creator, but 
alfo as their Redeemer and Sanftifier, and every demand 
of integrity, goodneſs, and berwwveledee: to their fellow- 
creatures. Ther” obedience is peculiarly formed by the 
Goſpel: it flows from love to God and from the grace of 
his Spirit ; it foHows the example of Chriſt, and looks 
for acceptance only through him; and, While it performs 
the external acts of duty, it beftows particular attention 
on the thoughts and affectiens of the ſoul, and demands 
from them mes principles and * motives ar God 
approves. + tata 

"Is the fame Wand ſhewn by thoke of the other len 
to every part of that obedience which the Goſpel requires P 
«As to the decent œconomies of ſocial ' life I ſhall ſay no- 
ing eee eee But, are thoſe 
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virtues that may be called purely evangelical, carried to 
as great a height in reſpect to their principle and end ꝰ 
Are the duties that flow from redeeming love as oſten in- 


ſerving a proper diſtance from the cuſtams and ways of a 


world that lieth in wickedneſs, as commonly enjoined and 


obſerved among them? Or is the obſervation well found. 
ed, that, in religious ſocieties: where theſe ſentiments are: 
preached and received, the people enter deeply into that 
ſpirit of the world, follow it cuſtoms, adopt its maxums, 


and indulge liberally in its pleaſures? ſo that it would be, 


if practicable, yet extremely difficult to .diſtinguuſh;thens 
trom a decent claſs in the community, which makes no 
_ profeſſion of religion at all. Surely genuine Chriſtianity? 


wilt produce nobler effects. Is there truth in What is al- 


leged, that by many of them the law of God is-brought 
down to the powers and inclinations: of man, inſtead of 
the powers of man being exalted by divine grace to the 
ſpirituality: of the law of God? Is there generally found 


the ſame tenderneſs of conſcience, the ſame dread of of. 


fending God, the ſame watchfulneſs againſt what are cal» 
led little ſins, and the ſame uneaſineſs when iniquity has 
been committed, as among thoſe of evangelical ſentiments? 
Compare theſe two ſyſtems, as to their practical influence 


on life; and then examine which of. ae oy relembleg ' | [| 


neden rie of: Abe l. Ae is, hit the perten 


who feel their influence,- take pleaſure: in reading th | 


word, in meditation, in prayer, and in the worſhip ok 
God both in public and in private. Let us try the two 
ſyſtems by this teſt. Evangelical principles produce tha 


culcated and enforced ? Is the practice of ſelf-denial, and | 
of keeping one's ſelf unſpotted from the world, of pre- 
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and culpable'who does not make conſcience of morning 
and evening devotions in his cloſet. The friends of this 
ſyſtem think lightly of that profeſſion of religion which 
does not influence a man to pray to God in his family 
from day to day. Thoſe that have felt the power of evan- 
gelical truths account the ſabbath a delight, they love the 
houſe of God, and take pleaſure in a conſtant attendance 
on public worſhip; as the great buſineſs of the day: and 
not ſatisfied with focial worſhip on the ſabbath only, like 
the primitive Chriſtians, they have meetings on the week-- 
days for this purpoſe, and endeavour to redeem ſome 

hours from buſineſs in order to receive ſpiritual edifica- 
tion and comfort. There are few ſocieties of evangelical 
diſſenters, where exerciſes of this nature are not to be 
found. Here then is an evident reſemblance to the tem- 
per and Ae ee and exemplified in ſacred 
prere. ; 

Can we ee che ſame feature in thoſe that take the 
PEAR of Rational Believers? Do they delight as much in 
the worſhip of God? Whether ſome time at the begin-. 
ning and cloſe of the day be conſecrated to ſecret devo- 
tions, I leave it to'the conſciences of ſuch to determine. 
But, while I do not pry into their retirements, I would 
alk, is family religion as common a thing among them? 
and is the morning and evening ſacrifice of prayer and 
| one preſented by the aſſembled family to the great Je- 
hovah ? Is he worſhip as much eſteemed, and are as. 
mies embraced of attending upon it, by 
them as by t ole of an evangelical form? And do we as 
frequently find perſons in their ſocieties meeting together 
ſor pious converſation and for prayer? From the obſer- 
vations that I have made, I am afraid there will be found 
a great defect here in that ſyſtem. Should we not conſi- 
re 
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Perhaps 1 may be told that worſhip i is but a means of re- 


ligion. If, in one point of view, it be conſidered as the 
means, in another it is one of its moſt eſſential parts. 
In the deſcription given us of heaven, worſhip is repre- 
ſented as the moſt important, and as the nobleſt part of 
the employment of the bleſſed inhabitants: and can we 
Imagine that, which is ſpoken of as the higheſt part of re- 
ligion in heaven, not to be a Une a We the n 5 
ſaints on earth ? . 


It was pointed out as a mark of ri ight ſentiments, that 
they inſpire the ſoul with peace and hope at the approach 
of death. This is evident from the nature of the Chriſ- 
tian doctrine, and from the words of holy men of God, 
in the views of death. The queſtion is, which of the 
two ſyſtems tends moſt to produce the ſame diſpoſition ? 
and amongſt whom is there the greateſt meaſure of joy 


and peace in believing, during the conflict with the king 


of terrors? I can ſay, without fear of contradiction, that 
evangelical Chriſtians diſcover exactly the ſame difpoſi- 
tion with the ſaints in holy writ. At the approach of 
death, when faith 1s in hvely exerciſe, they rejoice in 
Chriſt Jeſus; they bleſs that grace which called them, and 
has kept them; and they expreſs their hope of eternal 


bleſſedneſs icough the righteouſneſs of God their Sa- = 8 


viour. They adopt the language of Paul in 2 Tim. i. 12, 
and ſay, For, I know whom I have believed, and 1 
am perſuaded that he is able'to keep that which I have 
committed unto him againſt that day.” And they exult 
in the words of the ſame inſpired writer, 1 Cor. xv. 55, 
56, 57. O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where 


„is thy victory? The ſting of death is ſin, and the 


« ſtrength of ſin is the law; but thanks be to God, who 
* giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Neue inſtances of my temper occur in che memoirs [i 


(Cm) 
of the great reformers from popery, of eminent divines 
in the laſt and in the preſent century, and of thouſands of 
holy men and women in private ſtations. Here is a cloud 
of witneſſes to bear teſtimony to the ſupporting and com. 
forting power of the Goſpel in the hour of death. 
Thoſe of us that miniſter in holy things, have ſeen many 
examples of a good hope through grace in dying Chriſ. 
tians of our flocks. We have found them expreſs their 
truſt in the promiſes of God, their expeRation of eternal 
life as the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt, and the hope 
of a ſpeedy entrance into the joy of their Lord : and we 
have ſometimes heard them declare the great peace and 
fweet conſolation that their ſouls enjoyed, while nature 
| was ſuffering a rapid decay, and their bodies were 8 
by weakneſs and pain into the arms of death. This, 
think, is a N that evangelical e are powerful 
and good. | 
But is the 8 heals: hope; and joy as Comes dit. 
3 among thoſe that deny the divinity and atonement 
of Jeſus Chriſt ? Do we commonly read, in the accounts 
of their death, of fuch conſolation and peace? In reli - 
gious ſocieties, which adhere to this ſyſtem, is it found that 
at the laſt hour they enjoy the ſame comforts as evangeli- 
cal believers? Is it a common thing for them to rejoice 
in the hope of the glory of God? They have not the 
Tame ground of hope: and the ſentiments of many of 
them, who expett a ſtate of inſenſibility between death 
and the reſurrection, afford but a poor proſpect for mamy 
hundred years to come. If, when I die, I am to have 
no more feeling than the clods of the valley that cover 
the mouldering clay, till the archangel's trumpet call the 
body from the grave, I have but little reaſon to rejoice 
at the hour of death. If it be but ſeldom that a lively 


10P« end a inn are produced by theſe ſen- 
timents, 


( 33. Þ 
timents, there muſt; be ſomething in them defeftive and 
wrong; 2 they are not produftive of the fame effects 
that were wrought in the primitive believers by their 
ſentiments, and that evangelical en now feel from. 


AF. te angst 

Al fervent ed; fox the falvation wi precious lands. of 
mentioned as another mark, by which right ſentiments. 
may be known. They, that have felt the influence of 
good principles upon themſelves, will be deeply concerned 
ſor the eternal happineſs of others. Now, the enquiry is, 
whether. ſhall we nd ihe largeſt portion of . this ſpirit, 
among thoſe, of. evangelical, principles, or among the ad- 
vocates for a different ſyſtem? Which of the two are 
moſt anxiouſly thirſting after the ſalvation, of their fellow- 
creatures? Which heads of families are moſt diligent in 
teaching their children the principles of religion; in 
praying with them and for them; in ſanctifying the y 55 
bath:day,. and i in keeping themſe Ives and their houſehold 
at the | greateſt, diſtance from, undue conformity to the 
world ?. In vchich gongregations is there the moſt lively 

and fe ryent,preaching calculated to convert periſhing ſin 


ners, and the moit frequent meetings for the purpoſes of 
mprovement? Which miniſters are moſt dili- 


gent in | preaching. the word; in catechiſing the children 


and youth in viſiting the fick; in praying with the af- 
and in exhorting r to cry to God for mercy. 


and n Let this compariſon be ſtretched through 
every beg the country, and I judge it will .be found 
that evangelical diſſenters are the moſt zealous for con- 
verting ſouls to Chriſt, and their congregations are in a 
more. flouriſhing. fate; whereas languor and indifference, 


in a very conſiderable degree, ſeem to have diffuſed their 


ſoporific influence over thoſe of a different ſyſtem; and 


_ un part of She! ſocieties, tough under the mi. 
E iſtry 
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niſtry of men of talents and learnitig are gradually 
dwindling away. Is there notliing amiſs in principles 
that do not produce more powerful and beneficial effects? 
Allow me to mention another circumſtance. In the 
courſe of the laſt forty years, a great number of itinerant 
preachers has appeared through 'every part of the land, 
exhorting men to-turn-unto the Lord. If you commend 
not the regularity of their zeal, you- muſt. at leaſt applaud 
its fervour, and their well-meant endeavours to do good. 
If the MAN, who travels from country to country 0 
viſit the abodes of the miſerable and to procure ſome al- 
leviation of diſtreſs to the' guilty in their dungeons; re- 
ceives the approbation of every heart for the zeal of his 
philanthropy and benevolence, and his fellow-citizens 
wiſh to erect a ſtatue to his hotour; is not a conſiderable 
portion of praiſe due to thoſe, who, pitying the wretched 
cafe of periſhing ſinners, go from place to place, in order 
to ſave them from endleſs miſery, and to free them from 
the bondage of iniquity, and bring them into the glorious 
liberty of the children of Godꝰ Of what ſentiments are 
theſe men ?* All agree in the grand evangelical principles. 
Perhaps not an Arian or Socinian is to be found amongſt 


chem. I have heard of ſeveral of theſe preathery; who 


turned from evangelical ſentiments to the other fyſtem: 
but, no ſooner had they done fo, than their zeal immedi - 

ately forſook them; and, quitting their itinerant-labours, 
they became on a ſudden ftationary and cold. That you 
may not think this mark applicable to one or two parti- 
cular fefts only, examine what miniſters in the eſtabliſhed 
church are labouring moſt zealoufly for the ſalvation of 
fouls. You will find thoſe of evangelical ſentiments | 
juſtly entitled to the pre-eminence. If then the common 
effeft of thoſe ſentiments, which they call rational, be 
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mortal ſouls, ſurely there is ſomething in chem wrong. I 
make no account of warm treatiſes that the preſs is daily 
ſending forth in-favonr of Socinianiſm. If men be zea- 
dous in Kay for the propagation of their favourite 


opinions, and cold.in the pulpit, and in their prayers, and 
among their flock, this is not the zeal recommended in 


the word of God. Even the diligence of a few, who hold 


theſe ſentiments, | will not overthrow the general rule, 
more than the zeal of the emperor Antonius and the ſlave 
Epittetus will prove Paganiſm to be;4he. true nden 
and Chriſtianity to be falſe. | 

Once more: I mentioned that right ane may be 
known by this mark, that they are rejefted and accounted 
fooliſhnefs by the {elf-righteous, and the children of, hu- 


man wiſdora, Such is the reception that Chriſtianity met | | 


with at its firſt appearance in the world; and ſuch is the 
reception that it always will meet with from perſons of a 
ſamilar temper. Who will ſay, that there are not now 


men as much concerted of their knowledge and learning 11 


as the Greek philoſophers were ? Is it not poſſible to 
find many who have. as high an opinion of their Own 


rightequſneſs as the Phariſees among the Jews? To ſuch 1 


perſons true Chriſtianity will be a ſtumbling- block and 


fooliſhneſs. What are the doctrines that theſe men can- 


not brook? Are they not thoſe which evangelical Chriſ. 
tians hold ? Namely, that God was manifeſt in the fleſh 
in the perſon of Chriſt; that, by the atonement and righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt alone, we obtain pardon and juſtiſica- 
tion; that our natures, which are wholly depraved, muſt 
be nöd by the Holy Ghoſt; and that as we are all 
condemned by God's righteous laws: we muſt all be ſaved 
by an aft of grace. They cannot bear to be told, that 


the moft learned, who can read all the languages that 


were written upon the croſs, and who' is revered as an 


oracle of ſcience, muſt fall down at the foot of the croſs, 
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and acknowledge chat his falvation flows intirely from 
free grace, in the ſame manner as the moſt illiterate who 
cannot read at all; that the moſt virtuous muſt enter 
in at the ſame door of mercy with the moſt profligate and 
vile; and that the decent matron and the man of benevo- 
Tence and compaſſion muſt, along with the drunkard, the 
Harlot, and the publican, equally acknowledge eternal life 
to be the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe are 
the doctrines that the ſpirit of worldly pride and of worldly 

wiſdom cannot endure ; and the re jettion of them i is an 

7 evidence of their truth. , 


We meet with nothing of this kind in the other ſyſtem. 
According to it, Jeſus Chriſt was only a great prophet, 
who taught us our duty to God and man, who encou- 
raged us to rely on the divine mercy for the forgivenels 
of fin, and aſſured us, that a virtuous courſe of life will be 
| rewarded with eternal felicity. But what 1 is there in this 

dofrine to offend a ſelf-righteotis ſpirit ? What is there 
that can hurt the pride of human wiſdom? There is then 
a ſtrong preſumption that this*is not the pure Chriſtian 
doctrine. The external circumſtances that attended Chriſt's 
appearance needed not offend very much either Jews or 
Gentiles. This great prophet was in a low condition of 
life; and he was put to an ignominious death, and ſuffered 
as a martyr for the truth. But were not many of the Jewiſh 
prophets in a humble ſtation, and nowiſe diſtinguiſned by 
external ſplendour? 'and cd nde many of them ſuffer a 
violent death by. the hands of their countrymen? Why 
then ſhould the Jews be ſo much offended at the appear- 
ance and death of Chrift ? There is not the whole of the 
flumbling-block here.* Nor had the Gentile phuloſo- 


| C Although the Phariſces 5 Sadducers were mock offended at the 
meanneſs of our Lord's external appearance, yet the humbling nature 
of his doctrine, ſeems evidently to have bees one 27 conſiderable 


cauſe of their rejection of him. 
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'phers any good reaſon to! take offene. Perſons of the 4 


greateſt name among them for wiſdom and virtue Were 
not remarkable for opulence; ſome of them lived in a 


ſtate of poverty. Socrates, the great oracle of the heathen 
world, was not rich: nor did he meet with that treatment 


that he deſerved. He was ridiculed by ſome of his coun- 


trymen ; he was perſecuted by others; and on account of 
his maintaining the truth, he was condemned by the ma 
giſtrates to ſuffer death. If the Chriſtian duttrine were 
fuch as a Socinian would repreſent it, wherefore ſhould 


the Greek philoſophers have eſteemed it fooliſhneſs? I 
can ſee no reaſon why they ſhould account thoſe things 
folly in Jeſus of Nazareth, which were eſteemed the ho- 


nour and glory of Socrates of Athens. The reſemblance 
would rather have recommended Chriſt and his doQritie 
to their notice and regard. Surely” then this is not the 


doctrine that they n with ſo A b _ 4 


diſdain. 


Thus have I endeavoured to ſhew you the i importance | 
of right ſentiments in religion, and to point ont what 1 


think to be the genuine doctrines of the Goſpel that were 


Tevealed by Chriſt and his apoſtles. To do juſtice to the 
ſubject would require an ample: treatiſe: whereas I am ; 


able to do nothing more than merely to ſuggeſt a few 
brief hints that can be compriſed within the he 8 795 420 a 


lingle ſermon. Permit me, 


III. To direct you to ſome i improvement of what has | 


been faid. 8 

2. We ho: hence the in of error, 1 8 
ſhould carefully guard againſt it. We dread the effects of 
Poiſon on the body, and of peſtilential air on the conſti- 
tution, becauſe we know them to. be. deſtructive; 3 and why 
are we not as much afraid of the effects of error upon the 


Hind? If error be ſo harmleſs as ſome repreſent i it, why 
are 
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ae he ſacred writers fo, earneſt in warning us againſt it ꝰ 
My does the Holy Ghoſt allow ſo much fire to burn in 
the fouls of pious men, Who were entirely under his 
guidance, while they charge Chriſtians not to give heed 
i error, nor to depart from the truth? I know it is 
often ſaid: It matters not what a man's ſentiments are, 
v il his life be good. Whether or not there is any force 
in his manner of ſpeakang, ye ſhall judge. We do not 
hear people ſay, It matters not how bad and unwhole- 
. che fountain i is, I the ſtreams be good; or how 
_ * poiſonous the juices of a tree are, if the fruit be good.” 
Andi the .icaion is, they know the connection between 
theſe to be ſo clole, that a corrupt tree bringeth not forth 
good fruit, and a bitter fountain muſt ſend forth bitter 
fixeams, In like manner, à good conduft muſt proceed 
from a good temper, a good temper from good principles, 
and good principles from juſt ſentiments, By a good 
conduct I mean. that which has not only a good rule but 
alſo. good principles, good motives, and good ends. If 
this be kept in view, it will teach us to diſtinguiſh two 
things that are often confounded; namely, a holy life, 
under the influence of the Goſpel ;—and a decent reſpe&t- 
able conduct in ſociety, that has no higher ſpring than 
{elf-love, and the natural principles of action in a heart 
that loves worldly things better than God. Indeed it ap- 
pears to me incompatible with that reverence, which I 
am taught to have for God, to behold him revealing the 
doctrine of the Goſpel in ſo wonderful a way; and yet 
to imagine that it is of no conſequence whether I under- 
Rand and receive it or not, or eee other 
imo in its place. 
It is commonly alleged, iber it! is impoſſible all could 
think alike, for, mens ſentiments will be as different as 


* gheir counttances,” "May nor che wth of this de called 
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n at leaſt with regard to the great doctrines ol 


the Gofpel: for example; ſuch as reſpect our acceptance 


with God, and the way of our reftoration to the diving! 
mage p? It you ſay that our ſentiments about theſe'tmngs 
muſt be different, does it not throw a cenſure on the Spia 
it of God, 4s if he had mot revealed things wit ii ſufficient 
plainneſd to convey diſtinct ideas to the inindꝰ Or elſep 


does it not find fault with the great and good Creator, as 
if he had formed his creatures im ſo imperfèect a manner 


that the mired is incapable of diſcerning even the moſt im 


portant truths, but one is obliged to frame conjectures in 


one way and anbthter i in another . Our ſenſes afford the 
fame teſlifmony, concerning viſible objects. Db net 
people agree that the graſs is green and the ſky is blue 
and, though a philoſopher once aſſerted and maintained 
that ſnow is black, we blame his vanity more than his or- 
gans of ſight, and all agree that it is white. | In certain 
operations of the mind tod we find concord In mathe- 


matical demonſtrations men are agreed; and in well au- 


thenticated hiſtorical facts with their ci 
then mult tliey differ in religion? — 


ſhould all agree here; tor he often exhorts them to be 6 


one wind, and to maintain and fpeak the ſame things: 
and we actually find that pious perſons in every ages 


though they might differ in ſome ſmaller matters net ſ | 


clearly revealed, have been of the ume mines to > the 
great things of the everlaſting Goipet (195485 

It may be alleged, we ſhould have chilly for thoſe 
„hom we believe to be in an error.“ Certainly, we 
ſhould have charity for all men. Charity is love; but 
love does not dibtate that 1 thould, for the alte of- ange 
one, call good evil, or evil good. If a perſon has been 
— of perjury or murder, I am to havr charity for 


bim. Clarity does not lay-mutder: ** 
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 * fling» 6ffentes,/.or;00, offences t all; but, , while ſhe 


teaches me to regard them as very heinous crimes, ſhe 
gives me a heart full of pity. to the unhappy creature who 
has commangerd them; ſhe bids me wiſh him well, by 


perſon has: fallen, Into, what the Scripture . a8 a 
dongerous ertof, it is not the language of charity to me, 
4 not think this error great, for then ſhe would op- 
poſe herſelf to truth; but ſhe. entreats me to have com- 
paſſion for him ho holds the dangerous error, and to en- 
deavour to recover him to the knowledge ws. belief of 
the: ſacred doctrine of Jeſus, Chriſt, If I. ſee | 
aſtray from the right road, in a path 2 0 to mee 
4 and have ſwallowed up many 
chari does not aſſert, * the man will be ſafe 

6 o_ he goes on, for truth ſays the contrary; but 
wwe commands me t0 run after him, to call to him, and 
ee into the right way. Let us then 
carry this on our mind, that error is a dangerous thing : 
and ſurely,thoſe errors that relate to the nature, of God, 
araRer of Chriſt, to the condition of human nas, 
ture, to the way of acceptance with God, and to the ſanc- 
tification of the. ſoul, cannot poſſibly be accounted ſmall. 
While we, hear Chriſt and his apoſtles warning men 
againſt error, and pointing out its deſtruttive effects, we, 
may r tg conclude that far trom being harmleſs, it is 
ge * nden dane ne and im 

. We, . e ue de lehne Chriſt, ſee 1 
what doftrines we are to preach. If truth be of impor- 
tance to any, it is of double importance to us: not our 
own: ſalvation only, but the ſalvation of our flocks de- 
pends upon it. Woe to us if ye teach them error! If 
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de {tarved; if he give them inſtead of a fiſh/a ferpttiy' 
"they will be poiſoned: and die. Error, inſtead' of divine 
and ſaving truth, will produce ſimilar, nay worſe eſſects. 
Therefore, my brethren, we ſhould carefully examine the 
Scriptures that we may find out the truth; we ſhould- 
ſeek to feel its power from day to day upon our hearts, 
and it ſhould be our ſtudy ts preach it tos others, What 
right ſentiments are, I have endeavoured to ſhew; and L 
truſt I may ſay, that in theſe doctrines we are fully agreed, 
we are of one mind: and in this too we agree, that the 
are not matters of cold and empty ſpeculation; but of the | 
utmoſt importance; and enter into the vitals of praftical | 
religion: ' Let us then, my dear and beloved brethren in 
Chriſt, endeavour to ſtir up the gift of God that is in us 
and, humbly depending on divine grace, diſpenſe theſe 
truths to our reſpective congregations, as the bread from 
heaven on which their ſouls muſt live. Let us endea- | 
vour to preach the Goſpel in all its purity. without the || 
mixture of human ſchemes and inventions. Let it be. | 
our earneſt ſtudy to preach the word with all plainneſs, | 
and to make its truths intelligible to the meaneſt capacity. 
The dottrines of divine revelation, thoſe that are peculi- | 
arly evangelical, are not fo eaſily unfolded as the mere | 
dictates ot natural religion; and a greater degree of atten= #| 
tion and application of mind is neceſſary in treating of | 
them. I look upon it as a ſingularly valuable talent in a | 
miniſter, to be able to render the evangelical doctrines 
plain and obvious to perſons of the loweſt meaſure of 
underſtanding and improvement. Perhaps we do not en- 
deavour to acquire it ſo much as we ſhould. Let us aun 
at plainneſs and ſimplicity more; it will not make diſ- 
courſes ſhowy, but it will make them wiſe and uſeful. 
Farther, let us ſtudy to preach the word with a heart full 
of affeQon to the truth and to our hearers, A cold and 
. F dull 
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ase df pioathing, however accutate, will not ee 


gage the bulk of an audience. A heart, glowing with 


divine affettion, and ſpeaking the truth in love with a ſa. 


cred ardour, will produce more powerful and nobler el. 
Let us feek more of this divine warmth in preaching the 
truth. Let us ſpeak as thoſe that have felt its power, as 
thoſe that reliſh it while they diſtribute it to others, and 
as thoſe who moſt anxiouſly deſire that their hearers may 
be partakers of it alſo. To theſe qualities let us endea- 
vour to add one more. There is a divine union attend. 


ing the preaching of ſome miniſters, which diffuſes a 


ſweet favour of divine things over the ſouls of their hears 


ers: they ſpeak in demonſtration of the Spirit, and in 


power. How little of this do we know ? When we read 
of the ample meaſure that ſome good men enjoyed in for- 


mer times, we ſee reaſon to lament our on condition, 


and the manner in which the word is received. Let us, 
my brethren, ſeek this unction in a greater degree; and 
for this end let us be earneſt in prayer for the pouring 
down of the Spirit upon us, that our doctrine may drop 
as the rain and diſtil as the dew, and be as the ſhowers 
that water the earth; and let us ſtudy to preſerve the 


myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience. The effetts of 


this union from the Holy One will be infinitely more 
powerful and beneficial than the greateſt exertions and 


diſplays of mere human eloquence, though attended with 
every poſſible external advantage. Do not imagine, my 


brethren, that, in what I now fay, I endeavour to dictate 
to you; I reprove myſelf: and the exhortations that I 
give, moſt probably do not condemn any one of you ſo 
much as they do the ſpeaker. Oh! for grace to be wiſe, 


| ſimple, faithful, „ 


it is in Jeſus, 


— 
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. Learn hence, Chriſtians, what the doQrines are that 


you ſhould receive. As we are bound to preach the 
truth, ye are bound to receive it. If we preach the 

truth, Chriſt ſays concerning us to the churches: © He 
that receiyeth you receiveth me.“ If any one come 
who does not preach ſound doctrine, or openly preaches 
poſitive error, him ye are not to receive. From the re- 


gard you owe to the God of truth, to Jeſus Chriſt who is. 


called the truth itſelf, and to the Spirit of truth, you are 


not to bid him God ſpeed. And, while you guard againſt | 


error, at your peril refuſe to receive the truth. That you, 
may be able to diſtinguiſh truth from error, ſearch the 
Scriptures, and endeavour to feel the efficacy of the docs 
trines they contain ; and when you hear the truth ſpoken, 
give it a hearty 1 welcome for thoſe important purpoſes for 
which it is revealed, that it may dwell Led in you * 


faith and love. Once more, 


4. By way of improving the ſubje& ſlill farther, Lon 
neſily recommend it to vou, to examine what influence 
the truths of the Goſpel have had upon your hearts. You 
maintain right ſentiments ; but have you ever experienced 


their efficacy on your temper and conduttꝰ Woe to us 
if we. make them matters of mere ſpeculation. This was 


not the deſign of the Moſt High in revealing them to us, 


You have right views of God: but has the ſight of his 
juſtice and holineſs ever filled you with grief and terror 


on account of your iniquities? Have you ſeen divine 


Juſtice armed againſt impenitent ſinners for their deſtruc. - 


tion? You believe the preſent ſtate of human nature to 
be depraved and guilty. Have you had deep and! 
convictions of your depravity and guilt, and been led t to 
abhor yourſelves i in. duſt and aſhes? You believe that 
Chriſt is God manifeſt in the fleſh, Have you viewed 


bim as able and willing to ſave ? Have you, under a lively 
feel. 
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feeling of your diſtreſs, fled to his atoning blood for par. 
don, and to his Spirit for renewing grace? Have you 
found your nature ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
peace from dependance on Chriſt? Can you trace ſuch 
operations of the mind, and ſuch effects as theſe? Care- 
fully examine; for your moſt important intereſts are con- 
cerned. You believe that Chriſtians live by dependance 
on God for his aſſiſtance at all times. Do you lead ſuch 
a life? Is ĩt your endeavour to glority God by a conver- 
ſation becoming the Goſpel? and do you feel an anxious 
defire to promote the ſalvation of the ſouls of others? 


Some, perhaps, are obliged to reply : © we have fete 
* no ſuch effects from the word of God.” Woe to you, 
| howeyer ſound in fentiment, if erroneous in conduct! It 
plainly appears, that the doctrines of the Goſpel are not 
principles dwelling in your heart, but uſeleſs opinions 
floating in your brain. However zealous you may be for 
the truth in defending it againſt gainſayers, woe to you if 
you hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs! Lay to heart your 
miſerable condition. God is your enemy: you are un-. 
der the curſe of his law: the Goſpel! condemns you too: 
much precious time has been loſt; and your hearts are 
hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin. None of the 
* Promiſes of Scripture belong to you: all its threatenings 
are your portion. Look forward and ſee before you the 
Horrors of death, the anguiſh of judgment, and the miſery 
of hell: theſe are yours, if God be true. Such is the lot 
of every impenitent ſinner: you cannot eſcape while you 
remain in your preſent ſtate. Lay your condition to 
heart without delay. Do you ſay, what muſt I do to 
* be ſaved?” I anſwer in the language of the Holy 
Ghoſt: © Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ye ſhall 
- be ſaved; and, except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
gs periſh.” | Cry for help to him who is exalted a "ow 
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and a Saviour, to give repentance and remiſſion of fin. 
The Goſpel entreats, invites, and commands you to come 
to Chriſt that you may have life. Obey its voice, and 
flee without delay to that kind friend of man, who came 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt ; and who has 
graciouſly promiſed to the labouring and heavy laden, 
that, if they come unto him, he will give reſt unto their 
ſouls. Ten thouſands have found the accompliſhment of 
his promiſe. May you find it too, to your preſent cam» 
fort and your eternal joy! 


Many here preſent have, I hope, felt the energy of the 
truth upon their hearts. Bleſs God for his goodneſs to 
you on this account, and to him be all the praiſe. Be 
zealous for the truth as it is in Jeſus 5 ſtudy to be always 
under its influence, and hold forth the word of life to the 
world by the purity of your condutt. It has been faid, 
that the doctrines of grace lead to licentiouſneſs; ſhew by 
your deportment, that they lead to exalted degrees of ho- 
lineſs, joy, and peace. At the ſame time let us endea- 
vour to make the truth more extenſively known. Pa- 
rents, teach it to your children: maſters, inſtruct your 
houſeholds in the knowledge of it. Let us all conſider 
it as a ſacred depoſit committed to our care, and endea- 
vour to convey it in its purity to the next generation; 
that when we lie down in the duſt, others may riſe in our 
place ta aſſert, to preach, to feel, to live upon theſe hleſ- 
fed dorines of the everlaſting-Goſpel, for which tq the 
only wiſe God be aſcribed everlaſting praiſe! _ 
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